
Daily Core Instruction for Kindergarten
Suggested 
Amount  
of Time

Instructional Components Skills Taught and Practiced

10–15
minutes

Daily Routines Phonemic awareness
Blending and decoding
Spelling
Handwriting

40–60
minutes

Different 
components 
are used on 
different days.

Word Work               Guided Reading — OR — Read-Alouds Phonemic awareness
Phonics and structural analysis
Letter formation
Spelling
Decoding
Comprehension of fiction and 

informational texts
Vocabulary
Fluency

Writing 
instruction 
is integrated 
into core 
lessons. 

Expressive Writing Grammar, usage, and mechanics
Writing products: 

15–20
minutes
These leveled 
books can 
be used for 
independent 
or guided 
reading.

Library Time (all decodable) Reading of decodable text
Comprehension
Vocabulary
Fluency

These 
resources can 
be used for 
additional  
instruction and 
independent 
work.

Big Book of  
Blending

Blending and decoding

Project Corners 
(workshops)

Oral language development

LESSON 8
R E A D -ALO U D

L E S S O N  8       37    

Story: “What Do Crocodiles Eat for Dinner?”

Daily Routines: Informal Assessment

Step 1 Build vocabulary and background

Step 2 Guide listening and comprehension

Step 3 Teach fluency

Step 4 Quick writing: Captions

Materials
Picture of a crocodile (optional) 

CD 7, Track 1

Drawing materials 

Student White Boards or handwriting paper

Student Objectives

Reading
Vocabulary

Discuss the idiom “Creeping crocodiles!”

Understand the meanings of creep and 

fierce

Comprehension

Use prior knowledge

Understand characters  

and setting
Answer questions about a story

Generate questions to distinguish  

between reality and fantasy

Make and confirm predictions 

Fluency
Speak as a story character

Writing
Expressive Writing 

Dictate captions about a story event

Summary of Core Instruction

Pleasant’s Pointers
Each unit of Meet the Superkids ends with a 

Read-Aloud Story in the Teacher’s Guide. 

This lesson could be taught anytime after 

the Superkids character for the unit has 

been introduced.

DAILy ROUTINES: 

Informal Assessment

Phonemic Awareness
Have children name words that begin 

with /k/ and rhyme with each of the 

following words:
hop (cop) tall (call)

rub (cub) part (cart)

map (cap) tool (cool)

Dictation
Ask children to write the lowercase letter 

for the sound at the beginning of the 

words you say. Tell them to write a capital 

letter for the names Clifford and Carlos.

cream corner Clifford

crab coffee  Carlos

Handwriting
Guide children as they copy C’s and c’s 

from the board.

C C c c

C C c c

4

buns carrots

melon lemon pop

plums

 Put it in a bag.

Parents: Your child cut out pictures of foods. Then your child read the names of food 

items on the bags and glued the food pictures above the words that name the food.

Unit 5 (P), Lesson 108

Super Smart
informational texts

Decodable Student  
Book stories

Word work

Get Ready! In this unit, the Superkids go on a scavenger hunt and your students can have fun hunting for and collecting things, too. Fill the clubhouse with tools people use to help them find places and things, such as maps, a globe, a compass, binoculars, and a toy shovel and pail. Include picture books with hidden pictures and books about searching for things. 
Have children look at the new things in the clubhouse and discuss how they are used. Ask what they think the Superkids will do in this unit. Introduce the projects any time after the first lesson. Projects can be done over several days.

Scavenger Hunt
Use chart paper, paper slips, a bowl, objects, toys, and pictures.

A scavenger hunt is a fun activity for developing teamwork and problem solving. In advance, select items in the classroom that children will find and collect for the hunt. Use real-life objects, toys, or pictures. Choose things whose names children can decode. (See suggestions below.) List the items on chart paper and then write the names on paper slips. Put the slips in a bowl. Organize children into teams and have each team draw a paper slip from the bowl. Tell teams to search the room for the item they selected. Point out that their item may be a real object, a toy, or a picture. When a team finds its item, have a team member mark an X next to the item name on the hunt list. Then have teams show their item and tell where they found it.
rag hat medal comic doll mitten bag can flag ribbon bell rug test dragon button belt

UNIT 4(M) PROJECT CORNERHappy Hunting!

Digging for Treasure 
Use a small plastic tub, sand, small objects, plastic shovels, and strainers.

Tell children that people often sift through dirt and sand to find valuable things. Explain that archeologists are people who dig for bones and other things that tell about the past and geologists are people who dig to find special rocks and minerals, such as diamonds and gold. Then fill a tub with sand and bury small objects in it, such as toys, plastic jewels, rocks, shells, arrow heads, or fossils. Have children take turns sifting sand through a strainer to find a “treasure” item. Display the treasures in the clubhouse.Curiosity Boxes
Use empty boxes with lids and art supplies for decorations.

Explain what a collection is and ask children about things they collect or collections they have seen. Tell them they are going to make curiosity boxes which are used to hold collec-tions of unusual or interesting things. Have children decorate their boxes and talk about things they could store in them. They can take home their boxes and fill them with  their collections. 28      U N I T  4( M )  P R O J E C T  C O R N E R
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I am hot. Let’s rest.

Doc and Sal get rid of the melon!

I can not lug the big melon.

Tic, Tac, and Toc sip the lemon pop. 

Unit 5 (P), Lessons 109-111 (CD 3, Tracks 2-4)

Superkids online games and interactive books are available for additional phonics and fluency practice at school and home.

Name

S T U D E N T  B O O K  .  U N I T S  8 – 9  (KQ,J)

T H E  S U P E R K I D S  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M
T H E  R O W L A N D  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M

C LUB

S T U D E N T  B O O K  .  U N I T S  8 -9 (KQ, J)

Club CDs.indd   4

9/18/07   3:32:48 PM

U N I T  8( K Q ) :  L E S S O N  1 2 3       19    

DAILY ROUTINES: Informal Assessment

LESSON 123Play: The Glum Princess, Act 1 

Daily Routines: Informal AssessmentStep 1 Build vocabulary Step 2 Build backgroundStep 3 Guide reading and comprehension
Step 4 Quick writing: Sentences about 
a pet

Materials 
Student Book for Units 8–9(KQ, J) CD 4 or the online audio fileBlackline Master 4 or drawing paperCrayons or markersStudent White Boards or handwriting paper

Summary of Core Instruction Student Objectives
Reading
Print and Book AwarenessIdentify the title of a play and an actVocabulary
Understand the meanings of grin, glum, and contest

Identify rebusesRead Memory Word likeComprehension
Use prior knowledge Answer questions about a playRecognize text structureMake predictions

Writing
Expressive WritingGenerate ideas before writingWrite sentences about a petSpelling
Spell Memory Word like

Blending
On the board, write the bold words below 
and read them aloud with children. Call 
on children to write a rhyming word that begins with /k/ next to each word 

in the first row and a rhyming word that 
begins with /kw/ next to each word in the second row. Have children blend the 

sounds in the new words. Define tilt (tip).  lids (kids) lick (kick) miss (kiss) 
 hit (quit) tilt (quilt) back (quack)Dictation Say a word, give a context sentence, and 

ask children to write the word. Tell them 
that the /k/ at the end of the words is spelled ck.

duck truck sack quackHandwritingHave children read the sentences aloud 
before copying them.

Use pages  
7–9.

Use Track 3 
or the online 
audio file.

Get a as et.
Pac  t e stu  or t e s it.

Easy On-level
Challenging

Get Ready! Let a corner of your classroom 

go to the dogs! Use a large cardboard box 

to represent Golly’s doghouse and surround 

it with books, posters, magazines, stickers, 

and other materials about dogs. Since Golly 

loves new smells, set up a “sniff garden” 

on a table to display items with interesting 

scents, such as flowers, herb plants, spices, 

pine tree branches, and fruits. Check with 

parents to make sure children aren’t aller-

gic to any scents. Children can investigate 

these materials during their free time and 

use them for projects. Other materials for 

individual projects are listed on the right. 

Introduce Golly’s doghouse and sniff gar-

den after children learn about Golly. Invite 

children to share their experiences with 

dogs. The projects can be done over several 

days. Add children’s drawings and other 

work about Golly to the corner throughout 

the unit.

Sniffing Boxes

Use shoeboxes, items with distinct scents, and 

drawing materials.

Poke holes in the lids of shoeboxes. In each 

one, place an item with a distinct scent, 

such as a rose, lemon, peppermint candy, or 

pine needles. Number each box.

Tell children they should try to identify the 

hidden objects by their smells. Have them 

take turns gently sniffing near the holes of 

a box. On a piece of paper, have them write 

the box number and draw a picture of what 

they think is inside the box. After everyone 

has had a chance to sniff the items and make 

their drawings, lift the lids so children can 

check their guesses. 

It’s a Dog’s World

Point out that dogs, like people, explore 

the world using their senses of smell, taste, 

touch, sound, and sight. Have children 

explore the doghouse, sniff garden, and 

other parts of the classroom from a dog’s 

point of view. They can crawl on their hands 

and knees and describe the sights, smells, 

sounds, and textures they experience as a 

four-legged creature. 

PROJECT CORNER
Golly’s Doghouse and Sniff Garden

4      P R O J E C T  C O R N E R

g-shaped Goggles

Use posterboard, green construction paper,  

scissors, and tape.

In advance, outline several g’s, each about  

five inches tall, on posterboard and cut  

them out. 

Tell children that they are going to make  

a pair of green goggles out of two lowercase 

g’s. Have them take turns using the poster-

board g’s for tracing. Have each child trace 

two lowercase g’s on green construction 

paper and cut them out. Help children tape 

their two g’s together and fold the  

sides back. 

Show children how to wear their goggles. 

They can use them to play “I Spy,” finding 

things in the classroom whose names begin 

with g/g/. They can also wear them when 

they listen to the story “Gregory’s Green 

Goggles” in Lesson 22.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

33
Words with k or qu and previously taught letter-sounds 

Level 2, Unit 8(K,Q) 

Ki ke Qua qui id

it ip ep oc ac

Ken kid Kip kit kilt

kiss kick kept lick lock

quack quick Quit quilt quill
© 2008 by Rowland Reading Foundation. All rights reserved.

Superkids makes every minute  
of your reading block count!

Lists Opinions
Facts Reviews
Stories And more!



Daily Core Instruction for First Grade
Suggested 
Amount  
of Time

Instructional Components Skills Taught and Practiced

10–15
minutes

Daily Routines Decoding
Spelling
Handwriting

60
minutes

Different 
components 
are used on 
different days.

Word Work                              Guided Reading Phonemic awareness
Phonics
Structural analysis
Spelling
Decoding
Comprehension of fiction and 

informational texts
Vocabulary
Fluency

25
minutes

These leveled 
books can 
be used for 
independent 
or guided 
reading.

Library Time (all decodable) Reading of decodable fiction 
and informational texts

Comprehension and content 
knowledge

Vocabulary
Fluency

25
minutes
Writing 
instruction 
can take place 
outside of the 
core reading 
block.

Expressive Writing Grammar, usage, and mechanics
Writing products:

These 
resources can 
be used for 
additional  
instruction and 
independent 
work.

Big Book of  
Decoding

Decoding

Independent Activities Phonics (letter-sound 
correspondences, decoding, 
encoding)

Structural analysis
Comprehension and content 

knowledge
Vocabulary

T H E  R O W L A N D  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M
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Unit 8, Lesson 282

a r nd cl d

a gr ch on a c ch

a th sand tr t

1.

2.

3.

Reproducible Page ©
 2009 by Row

land Reading Foundation 

Name: More Adventures of the Superkids
Unit 1 Independent Activities

Use after Lesson 228 24

Directions: Have children read the numbered sentences, identify a word from 
the top of the page that completes each one, and write that word in the puzzle, 
one letter per box starting in the box with the same number as the sentence.

stay    mail    play    team    paint    gray    seat    rain    tree
 ACROSS

1. The cat was up  
in the ______ 
on a branch.

2. Sit in this ______ .

3. I can ______ with a brush.

4. I got a letter 
in the ______ .

5. If you mix black 
and white, 
you get ______ .

  DOWN

1. Which _____ 
won the 
game?

2. Let’s ______ a little longer. 
I don’t want to go yet.

3. Can I ______ with 
your doll?

6. Did you get wet 
in the ______ ?
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ADVE NTUR E S  O F T H E  

R E A D E R  

AD33387

ISBN 978-1-59833-387-9

T H E  S U P E R K I D S  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M

R E A D E R  . Level 3
T H E  R O W L A N D  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M

 

T H E  S U P E R K I D S  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M

Decodable Reader
stories

Word work Decodable informational
mini-magazines

Easy On-level Challenging

S U P E R - D U P E R ,  I S S U E  7       65    

INDEPENDENT 
ACTIVITIES

•  Have children reread all or part of 
“Vroom!” to build fluency. They can lis-
ten to it on CD Track 7 as they read.

•  On Super-Duper Master 7, have chil-
dren cut out the labels and glue each 
one by the part of the race car it names.

•  Invite children to design their own 
super-duper race car! Have them draw 
a picture of their car, label the parts, 
and write a few sentences to tell what 
the car can do.

•  Have partners race each other to com-
plete simple tasks such as tying their 
shoes, stacking blocks, threading large 
beads on a string, arranging numbers or 
letter cards in order, or putting together 
easy puzzles.

Directions: Have children cut out the labels below and place each one in the box next to the part of the race car it describes. Then have them glue the labels in place. Reproducible Page © 2011 by Rowland Reading Foundation

Adventures of the Superkids 
SUPER-DUPER, Issue 7 

“Vroom!” 7Name:

tire cockpit front
wing track back  

wing

A Super Race Car

36      U N I T  4 :  L E S S O N  2 4 7

Use pages 
13–15. 

Student Objectives
Reading
Phonemic AwarenessIdentify /ô/, /ôl/
Phonics

Associate aw with /ô/ and all with /ôl/Decode words with aw and allIdentify rhyming words
Vocabulary

Understand multiple meanings of saw

LESSON 247Phonics: aw/ô/ and all/ôl/ 
Summary of Core InstructionDaily Routines: Informal AssessmentStep 1 Teach phonemic awareness and phonics: aw/ô/

Step 2 Give practice decoding words with aw

Step 3 Teach phonemic awareness and phonics: all/ôl/

Materials  
Student Book for Units 3–4 Sound-Spelling Cards 28–29 Big Book of Decoding page 32 Handwriting paper  

DAILY ROUTINES: Informal Assessment
Decoding
Use page 32 of the Big Book of Decoding or write on the board the words used in the decoding routine in Lessons 245 and 246. Have children read across the rows several times. Challenge them to read more quickly and smoothly each time.

Dictation and SpellingDictate the words and sentences. Identify the long-vowel trickers (lazy, sofa, pilot, pony, zebra, super) and the Memory Words.

he’ll he’s she’s lazy sofa pilot   I’ll ride the pony. She’ll ride the zebra.  It’ll be super fun.

Handwriting
Have children read the sentences aloud and then copy them. Discuss the meanings of the contractions and the look-alike words.  

Your name was picked. You’re the lucky winner! The prize is a fish in its tank. It’s a super prize!

Blackline Masters 40–41 can be assigned as independent 
work any time after this lesson. See pages 77–78 for directions.

Reproducible Page ©
 2009 by Row

land Reading Foundation 

More Adventures of the SuperkidsUnit 4 Independent ActivitiesUse after Lesson 247

Directions: Review with children the letter-sound correspondences aw/ô/ and all/ôl/ and the picture names: wall, yawn, ball, fall, 

saw, paw, straw, draw, call. Tell children to cut apart the cards, and then group with aw the pictures whose names have /ô/ in them 

and group with all the pictures whose names have /ôl/ in them. Have children glue the sorted groups on a separate sheet of paper. 

40

aw

all

Aw, shucks!

Hello!

Name:

Reproducible Page ©
 2009 by Row

land Reading Foundation 

More Adventures of the SuperkidsUnit 4 Independent ActivitiesUse after Lesson 247

Directions: Tell children to complete each sentence by choosing the correct word from the top of 

the page and writing it on the lines in the sentence. Then have them cut out the pictures on the 

right side of the page and glue each one in the box next to the sentence that tells about the picture.  

41
1. Golly rested on the                             .

2. The closet is in the                             .

3.  The baby can                             fast.

4. He is tall, but Lily is                             .

hall      small      lawn      crawl

12

6

9 3

1
2

4

10

8

11

57
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2Songs and Stories for  

Memory Word Practice
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Story Follow-up
LESSON 150

DaILy ROUTINES: 

Informal assessment

Decoding
Use page 7 of the Big Book of Decoding 

or write the words below on the board.

Have children identify the pattern in 

each group of words and then read aloud 

down the columns several times. Define 

cash (money), dash (run fast), rash (spots 

on the skin), blush (turn red in the face), 

and slush (snow mixed with water). 

       _ash                         _
ush

 cash trash hush blush 

 dash smash rush slush 

 rash splash crush shush 

 crash  brush

Dictation and Spelling

Dictate the words and sentence. Identify 

the Memory Words (in red).

trash crash crush brush 

He spent his cash.

Handwriting
Have children read the sentences aloud 

and then copy them. 

Rip! Sal checks his pants. 

He must stitch on a patch.

Student Objectives

Reading

Vocabulary

Understand synonyms

Recognize and understand Memory Words 

I, my, she, her, he, his

Comprehension

Recall story details 

Writing
Generate ideas before writing

Write sentences about an event

Spelling
Spell Memory Words I, my, she, her, he, his

Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

Understand and use pronouns

Use correct capitalization and end 

punctuation in sentences

Daily Routines: Informal assessment

Step 1 Check comprehension

Step 2 Teach synonyms

Step 3 Review Memory Words and 

pronoun use

Writing Time: Sentences about an 

Event

Materials 

Student Book for Units 1–2 and CD 2 

Super Secret Reader 

Scissors and glue 

Drawing materials 

Ice Cream Journal Paper or Blackline  

 Master 9 

Big Book of Decoding page 7

Handwriting paper

Summary of Core Instruction

Super Secret 

Reader

Use pages 7–9.

 
 
Use Track 1.

Instructions for Blackline 

Masters and Other Activities

You can assign these activities after the  

lessons indicated.

Structural Analysis: Contractions

Provide copies of BLM 33, scissors, and 

envelopes or plastic bags. Tell children to 

look at the two words in each box and write 

in the box below them the contraction for 

the two words. Then have children cut apart 

the boxes along the dotted lines and use one 

set of cards to play “Concentration” with 

a partner. Explain that to play, they should 

spread out the nine contraction cards  

Decoding: Long-vowel trickers 

Provide copies of Blackline Master 34. Read 

aloud the poem at the top of the page. Tell 

children to write under the picture of each 

cracker the word that names the cracker’s 

shape. Tell them to choose from the words 

Options for Activities

You can have children:

•	Copy	Daily	Han
dwriting	sentence

s.

•	Complete	Stude
nt	Book	pages	tha

t	

you have introduced.

•	Complete	writin
g	assignments	star

ted	

in Unit 3, Lessons 245–246 and  

Unit 4, Lessons 248 and 251.

•	Complete	Black
line	Masters	33–3

9	

for Unit 3 and 40–48 for Unit 4.

•	Practice	the	cur
rent	unit’s	spellin

g	

words with a partner. Also write 

sentences to show the meaning of 

each word.

•	Take	turns	with
	a	partner	reading

	

words aloud from the Big Book of 

Decoding. Use pages 31–32 for Unit 3 

and pages 33–34 for Unit 4.

•	Reread	Reader	
stories	for	Units	3

	and	

4 or listen to and read along with the 

recorded	readings
	of	them	on	CD	2

,	

Tracks 3–5.

•	Read	and	reread
	books	from	the	

More Adventures of the Superkids 

Libraries or listen to the recorded 

readings of them to improve fluency.

•	Write	on	topics	
of	their	own	choic

e	

using writing materials you’ve 

supplied. 

After Lesson 241

INDEPENDENT
	ACTIVITIES	FO

R	UNITS	3	AND
	4

After Lesson 242

I N D E P E ND E
NT 	 AC T I V I

T I E S 	 F O R 	 U
N I T S 	 3 	 A ND

	 4     75    

facedown in one group and the nine word 

cards facedown in another group. A player 

turns over one card from each group and if 

the contraction is the correct match for the  

two words on the other card, then the  

player keeps the cards. If not, he places the 

cards facedown again. Then the other player 

takes a turn. Play continues until all the 

cards	are	matched
.	When	they	finish

	play-

ing, have children save their cards in a bag 

or envelope so that they can play again at 

another time.33

Directions: Have children write the contraction for each pair of  

words and then cut apart the cards. Have them play “Concentration” 

with a partner, matching words with their contractions.

Name:

 

More Adventures of the Superkids

Unit 3 Independent Activities

Use after Lesson 241

Reproducible Page ©
 2009 by Row

land Reading Foundation

I am

we are

he will

it is

you are

you will

she is

I will

we will

Reproducible Page ©
 2009 by Row

land Reading Foundation 

Name:

More Adventures of the Superkids

Unit 3 Independent Activities

Use after Lesson 242

Directions: Have children read the poem at the top of the box, read 

the words below it, and write each word under the matching picture.

34

spider     baby     tiger     skater     Superkids     lady     clover

Tony baked crazy crackers, as crazy as can be.

He made lots of crackers in the shapes that you can see.

Superkids online games and interactive books are available for additional phonics, comprehension, and fluency practice 
at school and home.

Narratives Book reviews
Stories Research reports
Opinions And more!

1. 2. 3. 4.

7

Grade 1 • Semester 1 • Unit 1

Word families with sh, ch, tch 

_atch
batch
catch
hatch
latch

match
patch

scratch

_unch
bunch
hunch
lunch

munch
punch

crunch

_ush
hush
rush

crush
brush
blush
slush

shush

_ash
cash
dash
rash

crash
trash

smash
splash



Daily Core Instruction for Second Grade
Suggested 
Amount  
of Time

Instructional Components Skills Taught and Practiced

10
minutes

Daily Routines Decoding
Spelling
Writing and editing

30
minutes

Word Work — AND — Decodable Readers Phonics
Structural analysis
Spelling
Grammar
Decoding
Comprehension
Vocabulary
Fluency

60
minutes

Guided
Reading

Reading of fiction and 
informational texts

Comprehension and content 
knowledge

Vocabulary
Fluency

Book Talk
Journals

Comprehension
Vocabulary
Expressive writing

20
minutes
Writing 
instruction 
can take place 
outside of the 
core reading 
block.

Expressive Writing Grammar, usage, and mechanics
Writing products:

These 
resources can 
be used for 
additional  
instruction and 
independent 
work.

Big Books of Decoding 
(partner reading)

Decoding

Independent Activities Comprehension and content 
knowledge

Vocabulary

 Decoding

Write the words below on the board. Have children read 

across the rows several times. Then point to the words in 

any order and have children read them aloud again. Point 

out that the long a sound at the end of a word is made by 

ay or ey. Circle may, spray, they, and gray.

brain stain snail trail 

may spray they gray 

quake flame skate plate

= Dictation and Spelling

straight danger child break 

sunlight weekend backpack pancake

Yesterday some children had a great day. 

They went to work with a parent. 

Today they will explain what they did.

 Writing and Editing

Wen Tac saw a bee, she jently  

put her glove over it and calld Tic.

If I saw a bee, _______.

DAILY ROUTINES

Informal Assessment1
Step

h 
g

^
^

e
^

Informational magazines Book Club books

Add -er or -or to the end of a verbto show what someone does.
painter       farmer       actor

Add -or to the pink words below and write them under the picture of the correct person.

    
    

    

    
    

    

    
    

    

visit       act       sail

drive       speak       farm       dance       paint       teach       dream       pitch

Add -er to the pink words below and write them under the picture of the correct person.

TRICKERS! There is no base word in doctor or mayor.
                          A doctor helps sick people.  A mayor runs a city.
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W H A T ’ S  N E W ?Skateboard Style Cool Inventions Kooky Critters

W H A T ’ S N E W ?
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INDEPENDENT ACTIVITIES

Space bears 

Have students design their own space suits for bears. Have 

them brainstorm materials that keep people warm. (fleece, wool, 

feathers, down) Then, have them draw bears in space suits and 

write a description of what they are wearing. 

Research space suits

What’s it like to be inside a space suit? Have students research 

space suits on the Internet or in books and write a brief descrip-

tion of what it might be like to wear one. 

Use BLM 41, found at the end of this Teacher’s Guide. On 

this BLM, students will find words from the article in a puzzle, 

and write a summary of the article.

Reproducible Page © 2010 by Rowland Reading Foundation

Name:

Magazine BLM

Unit 4, Lesson 2 41

 EXPERIMENT COMPUTER THERMOS SPACE

 ASTRONAUT BALLOON HELIUM BEAR

1  All of the words in the box below can be found in this puzzle. Find and circle each word. 

The words can be horizontal or vertical.

2 Summarize the article, using the words from the box to help you.

Space Puzzler

 Z B A L L O O N A C

 A V I B D F T R S O

 D J X E N M H A T M

 F L I A R I E G R P

 K S M R I E R E O U

 E X P E R I M E N T

 Y B F L R H O T A E

 R Q O V Y B S C U R

 S P A C E G I W T U

 S H E L I U M K I C

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Answers shown in pink.

TEACH FLUENCY

Observe punctuation

Use SUPER page 6 and Track 9 of Magazine CD 2.

Discuss and model observing punctuation. Point out the follow-

ing punctuation in the first three paragraphs on page 6: periods, 

ellipses, exclamation marks, and the question mark. Students may 

not be familiar with the term ellipses. Explain that ellipses are a set 

of three dots. In this case, the ellipses mark a place where the read-

er hesitates or pauses.

Have students listen as you read the sentences. Emphasize the 

pause after each period, the longer hesitation at the ellipses, the 

excitement in your voice at the exclamation marks, and the rise in 

your voice at the question mark. After reading, discuss how these 

punctuation marks add meaning by telling us what kind of sentence 

we are reading—a statement, a question, or an exclamation—as 

well as when to pause.

Have students practice observing punctuation. Have students 

read the paragraphs with you, using their voices to emphasize the 

punctuation. Then have them practice by reading aloud to part-

ners. Circulate to monitor students’ oral reading.

Make the recorded reading available. Students can read 

aloud from SUPER magazine as they listen to “3, 2, 1…Lift 

Off” on Track 9 of Magazine CD 2. 

3
Step

Word work Decodable Readers
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 Decoding
Write the words below on the board. Have children read 
across the rows several times. Then point to the words in 
any order and have children read them aloud again.monkey donkey ease tease squeeze breeze magazine submarine field shield brief chief

= Dictation and SpellingRemember to use this routine to give children a chance to 
practice and yourself a chance to assess their spelling. It’s 
not a spelling test! Offer support if students need it. For 
example, children could spell the words together, or you 
can circulate and offer individual help. field peace machine sneeze  they wait change eightWe believe a man stole a piece of cheese. We called the police chief. We said, “Please catch the thief!”

 Writing and Editing
Sal brawt a stuffed bare on the  sleepover to help him feel safe?What makes you feel safe?

DAILY ROUTINES
Informal Assessment

1
Step

brought 
bear

.

Reproducible Page © 2010 by Rowland Reading Foundation
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Magazine BLM

Unit 2, Lesson 4

1     In order to save the cranes, scientists started raising the birds themselves. Use the article 
to help you put the steps in order for how they took care of the cranes. Write the number of the step on the line next to the description. The first one is done for you.

Raising the Cranes

								  Scientists teach the cranes how to follow an ultralight plane as they move slowly along the ground by throwing food to the hungry cranes. 

								  Scientists play crane sounds to the crane eggs before they hatch. 
								  The humans hide under white costumes and wear puppets on their hands to feed the baby cranes.

The Cranes Migrate

								  Scientists take the plane on short trips and the birds fly behind it. 
								  In the spring, the cranes return back to Wisconsin. 

								  In the fall, the cranes follow the ultralight plane on a migration from Wisconsin to Florida. 

Crane Migration: Put the Steps in Order

1

3

2

4

5

6

Answers shown in pink.

Online interactive magazines and decodable readers are available for additional fluency practice at school and home.

A Member of  The Book Club for  Super  Kids

Date

Book TalkA Mini-Journal

A Member of  The Book Club for  Super  Kids

Date

Book Talk
A Mini-Journal

A Member of  The Book Club for  Super  Kids

Date

Book Talk
A Mini-Journal

A Member of  The Book Club for  Super  Kids

Date

Book Talk
A Mini-Journal

Autobiographies Poems
Friendly letters Book reviews
Research reports And more!



Targeted Intervention Instruction for Every Grade

Superkids Resources Strengthens These Skills

Use as 
needed to 
supplement 
your core 
instruction.

Building Blocks of Reading: Reading-Readiness Activities

Ten-Minute Tuck-Ins: Activities for Differentiating Instruction

Superkids
Skill-Building Book

Phonological awareness
Phonemic awareness
Phonics
Structural analysis
Decoding
Comprehension
Vocabulary
Fluency
Handwriting
Spelling
Grammar, usage, and 

mechanics
Expressive writing

Diagnostic Assessments

Kindergarten
only

Kindergarten First grade

Comprehensive set of activities for K–2

Second grade
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Onset–Rime
Orally Segmenting Words into Onsets and Rimes
An onset is the beginning consonant sound or sounds heard in a 
word before its vowel sound and the rime is rest of the word, as in 
/b/ /ed/ for bed or /sm/ / īl/ for smile. Show a picture or object with 
a one-syllable name and have children say its name. Then say 
just the beginning sound of the word, such as /b/ for bed and have 
children say the rest of the name. (/ed/) Repeat for other items. 
Once children understand the activity, ask individuals to break a 
word into the two parts. When choosing items to show, start with 
ones whose names begin with just a single consonant sound for the 
onset, such as hat. You can also begin with a group whose names 
all have the same rime, such as hat, bat, and cat, and then do a mix 
of names. Gradually include names that begin with two or more 
consonant sounds, such as frog, sled, straw, hand, and lamp. As chil-
dren’s skills continue to improve, have them segment words you 
say without showing any pictures or objects.

See page 12 in the Phonemic Awareness section for an activity on 
segmenting words into individual sounds, or phonemes.

Orally Blending Words Using Onsets and Rimes
In a box or a bag, hide pictures or objects whose names have just 
one syllable. Say the name of the item slowly with a short pause 
between the initial consonant sound (the onset) and the rest of 
the word (the rime), such as /b/ /ºk/ for book. Have children 
repeat your slow talk. Then tell them to push the sounds together 
in their minds to figure out what the word is. Tell them to raise 
their hands when they think they know the word. If needed, 
repeat the slow talk, but speak more quickly with a shorter pause 
between the onset and the rime. Then have the group or an indi-
vidual say the word normally. Reveal the hidden item to confirm 
the answer. Continue with other hidden items.

Once children become proficient blending these words, begin 
using items whose names begin with two or more consonant 
sounds, such as clock. As children’s skills improve, have them 
blend the onsets and rimes you say without providing pictures or 
objects. After they blend the parts into a word, use or have a child 
use it in a context sentence to make sure everyone understands 
what the word is and means.

See page 11 in the Phonemic Awareness section for an activity on 
blending individual sounds, or phonemes, to form words.Pleasant’s Pointers

Oral blending and segmenting are important readiness 
skills for reading and spelling. Children learn to decode 
(read) words by blending the individual sounds for letters 
in sequence. They learn to encode (spell) words by saying a 
word slowly and writing the letter for each sound they say.

Syllables
Listening for and Counting Syllables in Words

Say nap and clap once as you say it. Repeat the word and clapping 

with children. Point out that nap is a short word. Then explain 

that longer words, such as napkin, are made up of more than one 

part. Say napkin and clap once for each syllable. Repeat with chil-

dren. Tell them that the claps show how many parts a word has 

and that each part is called a syllable. Repeat nap and napkin again, 

clapping the syllables for each word. Point out that nap has one  

syllable and napkin has two syllables.

Explain that you’ll say some words slowly to make it easier for 

everyone to hear the parts, or syllables, in a word and you’ll clap 

once for each syllable. Then say the names of your students, clap-

ping once for each syllable. Have children repeat each name with 

you and clap for each syllable. Repeat the name and hold up a 

finger for each syllable as you say it to show how many syllables are 

in the name. Discuss who has a short name and who has a long 

name. Then have fun saying, clapping, and counting other words, 

such as:

8      P H O N O L O G I C A L  A W A R E N E S S

Orally Segmenting Words into Syllables

Show a picture or object whose name has two or more syllables 

and say its name. For example, show a picture of an astronaut 

(Picture Card 6 in your Teacher’s Resource Kit) and say astronaut. 

Then demonstrate how to say the name using “slow talk.” Say the 

word slowly, syllable by syllable, in a monotone, for example, as-

tro-naut. Then have children say the picture name, both normally 

and by using slow talk. Children can have fun segmenting words 

into syllables by talking like a robot or a turtle.

Orally Blending Words Using Syllables

In a box or a bag, hide pictures or objects whose names have two 

or more syllables. Say the name of a hidden item using slow talk, 

saying the word slowly with a short pause between each syllable, 

such as pen-cil. Have children repeat your slow talk. Then tell 

them to push the sounds together in their minds to figure out 

what the word is. (pencil) Tell children to raise their hands when 

they think they know the word. If needed, repeat the slow talk but 

speak more quickly, using shorter pauses between syllables. Then 

have the group or an individual say the word normally. Reveal  

the hidden item to confirm the answer. Continue with other  

hidden items. 

For this activity, start with familiar two-syllable words, especially 

compound words that will be easy for children to “push” together 

mentally, such as pencil or pancake. Then gradually include longer 

words that are more challenging to blend. (See the list of multisyl-

labic words at left. Also see the Picture Cards in your Teacher’s 

Resource Kit.)

Once children understand how to do the activity, you can have 

them blend syllables to form words without providing pictures or 

objects. After they figure out the word you said in slow talk, use 

or have a child use it in a context sentence to make sure everyone 

understands what the word means.

2 syllables 3 syllables 4 syllables 5 or more syllables

baseball ambulance alligator archaeologist

basket banana California cafeteria

brother basketball cauliflower congratulations

cupcake butterfly celebration determination

father chimpanzee harmonica hippopotamus

flower computer helicopter multiplication

kitten elephant kindergarten refrigerator

mother fantastic motorcycle autobiography

pencil gorilla supermarket supercalifragilistic

puzzle hospital television
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Reinforce  Decoding and  

encoding: Long o words

Use index cards or Blackline Master 7 and a 

marker.

In advance, make cards for the long o 

words below:

go hope coat slow 

no joke boat snow 

so broke groan window

Display the cards for go, hope, coat, and 

slow. Read the words aloud with children 

and ask what vowel sound the words all 

have. (long o) Review the spelling pattern 

for each word, pointing out that long o 

can be spelled with just an o as in go, with 

o and a silent e as in hope, with oa as in 

coat, and with ow as in slow. Mix up the 

rest of the cards. Then have children take 

turns choosing a card, reading it aloud, 

and placing it near the example word that 

has the same spelling pattern for /ō/ as the 

word they chose. Ask children to explain 

their placement of cards.

For spelling practice, collect the cards, 

read the words in random order, and give 

a context sentence for each word. Have 

children write the words on handwriting 

TEN-MINUTE TUCK-INS

paper. Give hints about spelling patterns 

if needed, for example, telling them that 

joke is a Super e word or that coat has two 

vowels in the middle.

Reinforce  Spelling and editing: 

Find and correct mistakes       

One at a time, write the following sen-

tences on the board. Each one contains 

a mistake described in parentheses. Read 

the sentence aloud. Have one child 

describe the mistake and another child 

fix it. Have everyone read the corrected 

sentence aloud.

My dog Scout is black and broun. 

(brown is misspelled)

go slow on the bumpy road. 

(Go should be capitalized.)

I like to gro things in my garden. 

(grow is misspelled)

Cass saw an owl outside her window 

(missing end mark)

Are you dun mowing the lawn? 

(done is misspelled)

How much snow is on the ground. 

(wrong end mark)

Extend  Comprehension: 

Compare and contrast texts

Use Blackline Master 11 (optional).

Remind children that the story “That 

Was Yesterday” was mostly about the fight 

between Alf and Frits and how the two 

boys became friends again. Have them 

compare this story to another story they 

know that has characters who get mad at 

each other. For each story, review why the 

characters get mad and how their prob-

lem gets solved. Then discuss how the 

problems and solutions in the two  

stories are alike and different. 

Extend  Vocabulary: 

Categorizing           

Use index cards and a number cube.

Write categories on separate index cards, 

such as happy words, yummy snacks, words 

that rhyme with snow, or words that mean 

the same as big. Have children take turns 

choosing a card and rolling a number 

cube. The number on the top side of the 

cube shows how many things the child 

has to name for the category. If the child 

can do that, she keeps the card. If not, it 

goes back into the stack of cards. 

 

 fold   hind 
 sold   blind bread
 gold   grind thread
 old host  rind head
 told ghost mild mind dead
 cold post child find read
 hold most wild kind spread
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Understand characters 
Why does Hot Rod want to be Johnny Appleseed? He thinks Johnny Appleseed is the star of the play. Why does Hot Rod pretend to plant seeds? He probably wants everyone to think he would be good if he got the part of Johnny Appleseed.

Determine important ideas 
Did Hot Rod get the part of Johnny Appleseed? yes How do you know? The class took a vote and everyone except Icky and Hot Rod voted yes.

Draw conclusions 
Why do you think Icky didn’t vote for Hot Rod? Maybe he wanted the part of Johnny Appleseed for himself, and since he wrote the play, it would be fair for him to have the part, just as Tic got the part of Mother Nature because she designed the costumes.

Discuss the story. 
Do you think it was a good idea for Ms. Blossom to have the class take a vote to decide if Hot Rod should be Johnny Appleseed? Why or why not? Responses will vary. Some children may say yes, because voting is a fair way for a group to make a decision. Some children may say no because she should have asked if anyone else wanted the part before having the class vote only on Hot Rod. (Give and support opinions) 
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57 TEN-MINUTE TUCK-INSOptional Activities for Differentiating Instruction
Reteach  Phonics/Spelling: Pattern Words with -ōld, -ōst, -īld, -īnd, and -ĕad                  

Draw a ladder on the board and write hold at the bottom. Read the word aloud and ask children how to change hold to cold. Write cold on the next step of the ladder. Continue by asking children which let-

ters to change to make the words you say. Ask individuals to come to the board to write each new word on the step above until students have climbed the ladder. Then have children identify the pattern and read all the words with that pattern. Repeat with a ladder for each pattern. Discuss the meaning of any words chil-dren are unfamiliar with.
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those sounds. (Ca-Catnip Row, Sa-Samson Smith, Do-Dodger Jones, So-Socko Stone, Da-Daddy O’Leary, Ga-Gabby Green)
Have children set up the game. Tell chil-dren that they will play a game called “Play Ball!” using the game board on page 13 and the baseball cards they cut out. Explain that the goal of the game is to be first to match each baseball player with his hat.

Organize children into groups of two to four players. Have children in each group use their own game boards, but mix their cards together in one pile with the green side up.
Give instructions for playing the game.  Explain that players take turns picking a card from the top of the pile, blending the sounds of the two letters on the card, and placing the card on the hat with the match-ing letters on the game board. If a player draws a card for a hat that she has already matched with a card, she puts the card on the bottom of the pile. Play continues until a player matches a card to every hat on her game board and shouts “Play Ball!” to win the game.

Conclude the lesson by replaying “Sal’s Song” on CD 2, Track 7. Invite children to sing along with Sal or act out the sports he tells about.

TEN-MINUTE TUCK-INSActivities for Differentiating Instruction
Decoding: Matching Pictures and Words

Use Blackline Master 37.

Reinforce

Distribute copies of Blackline Master 37. Have children look at the picture in the first box. Then help them blend sounds  to read each word above the picture.  Ask which word describes the picture of Sal. (sad) Have children circle sad and then write sad on the lines under the  picture. Then tell them to look at the  picture in each of the other boxes, read the words above each picture, circle the word that describes the picture, and write the word on the lines. 

Encoding: Letter-Sound Correspondences
Use Blackline Master 38.

Reinforce

Child circles the word in each box that tells about the picture. Then child writes the word below the picture: sad, soc, gas.

Child blends and traces letter pairs. Then child writes the first two letters of each Superkid’s name beside the Superkid’s picture: Ca (Cass), Go (Golly), Do (Doc), Sa (Sal).

Distribute copies of Blackline Master 38. Have children blend the sounds for each letter pair at the top of the page and trace them. Ask them to name each Superkid. Then point to Cass. Have children tell which pair of letters from the top of the page stands for the sounds at the beginning of Cass. (Ca) Tell them to write Ca on the lines next to Cass. Then tell them to write next to each of the other Superkids the first two letters of his or her name.
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8. Word-Relationship Games

Purpose: Have fun with related words 

Materials: Index cards, number cube, small classroom objects, 

paper bag, Word Card Template (page 288), pennies or plastic chips, 

(optional) hand puppet 

Use: Anytime in grades K–2

“Name All Things”  Name a category. Challenge children to name 

as many things as they can for that category. Make tally marks on the 

board to keep track of all the words they say. Possible categories are: 

Animals with Four Legs, Animals That Live in Water, Animals with Fur, 

Things to Wear, Kinds of Fruit.

“Roll and Name”  Write categories on separate index cards, such 

as Games, Things at a Zoo, Kinds of Furniture, or Things at School. 

Place the cards facedown in a stack. Have children take turns 

choosing a card, reading the category aloud (or you read it aloud), 

and rolling a number cube. The number on the top of the cube  

shows how many things the child has to name for the category.  

If the child can do that, she keeps the card. If not, the card goes  

back into the stack.

“Name That Category”  Whisper the name of a category to a 

child or group of children. Have the child or group name things that 

belong in this category. Have others guess what the category is.

“Word-Pair Concentration”  You can have children play 

“Concentration” by matching pairs of synonyms, antonyms, or 

homophones. Use only one type of word at a time and be sure all 

words are decodable or are Memory Words. (See word lists in the 

Resources section.) In advance, write pairs of words on separate 

index cards. Show one pair of words and explain what makes them 

a match. (They have the same meanings. They have opposite 

meanings. They sound the same.) Mix the cards and spread them 

facedown on a table. Have children take turns choosing two cards, 

reading them aloud, and telling if they make a match. If so, the 

child keeps the cards. If not, the child returns the cards facedown 

in their original positions. Play until all cards are matched. For 

greater challenge, you could have children use the words correctly in 

sentences or explain their meanings in order to keep a pair. 

hard

cold

difficult

hot

meetmeat
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These challenging activities give children with good vocabulary  
skills a chance to flex and stretch their skills. Other activities in  
this section can be made more challenging by using more difficult 
words. You may want children to spend more time reading or  
writing independently or work with them to strengthen skills  
they haven’t mastered.

Developing Vocabulary
•  Have children keep a journal of interesting words. Tell them to 

draw pictures or write explanations for the words.•  Have children create an ad for a make-believe product and use 
good describing words that tell why the product is so great.•  Have children draw two pictures for an idiom. One shows its literal 

meaning and the other shows its figurative meaning.•  Introduce and discuss portmanteau words (breakfast + lunch = 
brunch), clipped words (bicycle = bike), palindromes (eye, bib), and 
anagrams (lime, mile; charm, march).

Relationships Among Words
•  Have children write a sentence that uses a pair of homonyms in it. They can illustrate their sentences. •  Have children solve Hink Pinks, riddles whose answers 
are a pair of rhyming words that have the same number 
of syllables and are synonyms for the clues. For example: 
What do you call a kitty that ate too much? (a fat cat) 
a large tree branch? (a big twig) a rabbit that makes you 
laugh? (a funny bunny) Help them think of a synonym for 
one of the clues and then see if they can think of a rhyming 
word that fits the other clue.

Word-Learning Strategies•  Have children use self-sticking notes to flag pages with difficult 
words that they figured out during their independent reading. Ask 
them to tell you what clues they used to figure out the meanings of 
these words. Give them sentences with challenging vocabulary for 
them to figure out and illustrate.•  Observe as children use a dictionary to find words that interest 

them. Help them read the word and definitions as needed. Discuss 
what these words mean.

Challenging Workout

I didn’t feel well after I fell into the well. 
Do eagles get sore after they soar for a long time?

Frequent formative assessments and periodic summative assessments help you  
monitor children’s progress and identify children who need more support or challenge.
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